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made many moves across northwest Missouri
with USDA during his tenure, working in the
Savannah, St. Joseph, Maryville, Bethany, and
Maysville offices.

On October 15, 1995, Gary was reassigned
to Community Development Manager of the
USDA—Rural Development area office in St.
Joseph, MO, where he worked Community
Development in a 5-county region consisting
of Andrew, Buchanan, Clinton, DeKalb and
Platte Counties. Gary worked in the St. Jo-
seph Office until he retired at the end of 2007.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in recognizing Gary Baumann, whose
dedication to USDA and northwest Missouri
has been truly exceptional. In my time in Con-
gress, USDA Rural Development has been a
great resource to work with, and it is people
like Gary who have made that relationship be-
tween my office and USDA Rural Develop-
ment what it is today. | am honored to serve
him in the United States Congress.

——
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Mr. ETHERIDGE. Madam Speaker, today |
use to honor the life of Loretta S. Woodard of
Princeton, North Carolina, who passed on Fri-
day, January 4, 2008 at the age of 64. In her
passing, | have lost a dear friend and North
Carolina has lost one of its most outstanding
citizens and a woman who was instrumental in
her community, county, and State.

One of the area’s most beloved women, my
friend Loretta S. Woodard, was a native of
Johnston County and the daughter of the late
Muldrow and Hilda Barbour Sawyer. Loretta
was a graduate of Elizabeth City Schools and
received her business degree from
Hardbarger's Business College in Raleigh.
She worked in the dental project at the UNC
School of Public Health in the Department of
Epidemiology. She was married to Carlyle
Woodard in 1966, and following his graduation
from the UNC School of Pharmacy, they
moved to Princeton to make their home.

Loretta was a long-time member of Prince-
ton Baptist Church and served in many capac-
ities through the years. She was involved in all
areas of life in Johnston County—educational,
civic and political. She was a member of the
board of trustees of Johnston Community Col-
lege, the Johnston Community College Foun-
dation, and the Paul A Johnston Auditorium on
stage series board. At the time of her death
she served on the Johnston County Heritage
Commission and was a founding member of
the Heritage Center following the Johnston
County’s 250th anniversary celebration, where
she was a member of the steering committee.

Loretta Woodard was brought into the polit-
ical arena by her mentor, the late NC House
Representative, Barney Paul Woodard. She
became active in the Democratic Party, on the
precinct and county levels. She served as
chairperson of the Johnston County Demo-
cratic Party and later as president of the John-
ston County Democratic Women. She served
13 years as chairman of the Second District
Democratic Party. She also served on the
State Democratic Executive Committee, was a
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former national convention delegate, and for a
number of years was responsible for the deco-
rations at the annual Jefferson-Jackson din-
ner. She successfully chaired political cam-
paigns in the county for Representative
Woodard and Jack Gardner and for numerous
other candidates, including Jim Speed, Charlie
Whitley, Martin Lancaster, Allen Wellons, and
she also worked on my campaigns. Loretta
served on the restoration committee for the
Goodwin House, home to the North Carolina
Demarcated party. Loretta is survived by her
husband Carlyle Woodard, and her two sons
Carlyle “Lyle” Woodard Ill and wife, Janet,
and Bradford Stuart Woodard.

Madam Speaker, Loretta was an out-
standing person who used every minute of her
long and productive life to make the world a
better place. She was a well respected and
dedicated public servant, and a great North
Carolinian. It is fitting that we honor her and
her family today.

———
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Mr. TANCREDO. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to one of my constituents,
Ms. Cecilia Daniels of Castle Rock, Colorado.
Ms. Daniels is a teacher of English as a for-
eign language at Highlands Ranch High
School and is a recipient of the prestigious
Fulbright Award. This grant is given to prom-
ising individuals to aid them in their academic
and cultural pursuits abroad.

The Fulbright Program was established by
Congress in 1946 and is sponsored by the
U.S. State Department. This program was de-
signed to help build mutual understanding be-
tween Americans and the global community.
Individuals who are awarded this distinction
have demonstrated outstanding academic or
professional achievement and have proven
themselves as leaders in their field.

Madam Speaker, please join me in paying
tribute to Ms. Daniels and wishing her the best
in her future endeavors.

EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF CON-
GRESS THAT THE UNITED
STATES HAS A MORAL RESPON-
SIBILITY TO MEET THE NEEDS
OF THOSE PERSONS, GROUPS
AND COMMUNITIES THAT ARE
IMPOVERISHED, DISADVAN-
TAGED OR OTHERWISE IN POV-
ERTY

SPEECH OF
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 22, 2008

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Madam Speaker,
| express my strong support for H. Con. Res.
198, a resolution expressing the sense of
Congress that the United States has a moral
responsibility to meet the needs of those who
are disadvantaged or impoverished and that
our country should set a national goal of cut-
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ting poverty in half over the next 10 years by
promoting good jobs at livable wages.

In this land of hope and opportunity, all
working families should also be able to rely on
the product of their labor to feed, clothe,
house and provide health care for their fami-
lies. Unfortunately, all too many working Amer-
icans are unable to do so. Today, 35 million
Americans will go to sleep hungry. Thirty-
seven million Americans still live in poverty
and 47 million Americans are without health
insurance. In my home state of Texas, 16,000
brave men and women who have served
nobly in our Nation’s military go homeless
every night.

These statistics are unbecoming of the
wealthiest Nation in the history of our planet.
As a Nation, we must undertake all efforts
necessary to end the scourge of poverty. One
of the best ways to move forward in this effort
is to promote good jobs and to ensure that all
jobs pay livable wages.

Congress made great progress last year by
passing a long-overdue increase in the min-
imum wage and providing that it will increase
to $7.25 per hour next year. A full-time job
should be a bridge out of poverty, an oppor-
tunity to make a living through work. Unfortu-
nately, for many Americans, especially those
with families, it is not.

In our great country, it is unacceptable that
poverty continues to devastate the lives of
tens of millions of our fellow Americans. For
this reason, | strongly support this resolution
and believe that Congress must continue
working to make the principles expressed in
the resolution a reality. | am proud to be a co-
sponsor of this important resolution and | com-
mend my good friend and colleague, Ms. BAR-
BARA LEE of California, for introducing the res-
olution.

HONORING IRVIN DYER

HON. JIM RAMSTAD

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 28, 2008

Mr. RAMSTAD. Madam Speaker, | rise to
speak about an American who is making a
real difference in the fight against alcohol and
other drug addiction. At the same time, he is
projecting a positive image of Americans
among the international community.

On November 29 of last year, the National
Anti-Drug Agency of Romania presented its
National Excellence Awards. Honorees in-
cluded the French Ambassador, the Russian
Ambassador and the United Nations Rep-
resentative. I'm proud to say, Madam Speak-
er, that an American was also recognized for
his efforts, Mr. Irvin Dyer.

Born and raised in Arizona, Mr. Dyer moved
to Romania for business 15 years ago. Having
become a successful businessman and the fa-
ther of three beautiful children, Mr. Dyer was
moved to action by the debilitating effects that
drug and alcohol addiction was having on the
people of Romania. In 2003, he became an
advisor to the president of the Romanian Anti-
Drug Agency, President Pavel Abraham. Since
then, he has worked tirelessly to assist the
Anti-Drug Agency in its efforts to stem the tide
of illegal drugs and to help and treat those
who have fallen victim to addiction’s awful

grip.
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